JOHN    EVELYN

"Too much raillery diminishes respect. "

"Be at peace with all, nevertheless, have but
one confidant of a thousand. n

This interesting little book shows not only the
course which Evelyn desired his young grandson
to follow, but the course he himself had followed
throughout his life. A punctuality, orderliness,,
consideration and idealism which were of inestimable
value to one who pursued a life of such incessant
activity without any professional compulsion. The
apparent triviality of some of the particulars only
serves to show his wisdom in understanding that
great endeavour may sometimes be hampered by the
neglect of the smaller details of equipment.

Evelyn spent nearly ^2,000 on repairs to the house
at Wotlon. His grandson built a new library which
has disappeared, but another library was built
about the middle of last century, where many
unpublished manuscripts are still stored,* amongst
them An Office composed for the pious me and exercise
of Mrs. Mary Evelyn, or book of Private Devotions
and Q/ices and Instructions (Economique to help her
in her housekeeping, in addition to those already
mentioned* The house and garden have naturally
gone through many vicissitudes since Evelyn's day>
and little remains of what he saw.f

The last entry in the Diary is dated February

*John Evelyn as a BibliopMl (London Bibliographical Society), by
Geoffrey Keyncs,
| Permission to view the house or garden has not been granted to the
author.
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